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of Mars, at which the sin0Lilar custom prevailed of offering the
near horse of the victorious team to the god. The inhabitants
of the two oldest quarters of the city contended for the head
of the slaughtered
animal, and whoever
got it was supposed
to reap great bless-
ings from its posses-
sion.

Ancient artists re-
presen ted Mars as a tall
and powerful young
man, whose activity,
however, is as appar-
ent as his strength.
His characteristic
feat ures are short c u rly
hair, small eyes, and
broad nostrils, signifi-
cant of the violence
and passionatcness of
his nature. The most
celebrated of existing
statues is the Mars
Ludovisi of the Villa
Ludovisi, at Rome. It
has often been con-
jectured that this is
an imitation of the
renowned work of
Scopas. The deity is
depicted as resting
after battle ; and, in
spite of the usual
turbulence of his dis-
position, he here appears to have surrendered himself to a more
gentle frame of mind. The little god of love crouching at his feet
gazes into his face with a roguish, triumphant smile, as though
rejoiced to see that even the wildest and most untameuble must
submit to his sway, and thus shows us what has called forth this
gentle mood. (Fig. 15.) The Mars Ludovisi is an original work,
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